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hymns, Jones at the piano and Benninghoff conducting.   Marion
Arnold's lovely voice was delightful to hear.
Our free time affords an opportunity for much good reading.
Have just finished, for the second time, John Masefield's Bird of
Dawning, one of the greatest epics of the sea ever written—a book
which nobody should pass by. Also have finished the second volume
of the life of Balfour by Mrs. Dugdale, and am now reading the
life of Elihu Root, by Professor Jessup. Root had much to do in
handling Far Eastern questions with Theodore Roosevelt, and his
comments and actions are intensely interesting at this particular time.
January 19, 1942
The Swiss Minister and Madame Gorg6, who was finally allowed
to visit Alice, came this morning, and the ladies talked for some
two hours. Meanwhile, many of our Japanese friends and others
are sending flowers and fruit, twenty-two in all, and others tried
but failed to get permission. Several of the colleagues have also
sent flowers.
January 20, 1942
The vainglorious boasting of the Japanese papers is disgusting
reading these days. I am taking home two complete sets of the
Japan Times and Advertiser from December 8, one for the Department
and one for myself.
January 22, 1942
Beat Stone one-up in our golf tournament but was quickly elimin-
ated by Bob Fearey shortly thereafter. Benninghoff won the badminton
tournament in a thrilling final from Lamm. There are also going on
tournaments in bridge, chess, and checkers. We keep busy.
Am very proud of Bob Fearey, my private secretary, a grandson of
Bishop Lawrence of Massachusetts, who has measured up admirably.
In the absence of laundry facilities, each member of the staff has been
doing his or her own washing, and the lower part of the compound
looks like a back yard with the washed clothes and bedding hung out
to dry. But Fearey discovered an old washing machine in our garret
and he now does the washing for the entire staff twice a day, assisted
by Rustad. He is also air-raid warden for his apartment house as well
as director of athletics, and he also takes his turn as Officer of the Day
as well as officer in charge of policing the chancery. Incidentally he
is an electrician, radio expert, and air pilot, having taken more
than five hundred parachute jumps. He did all this during his
summer vacations at Harvard. A keen, efficient, and public-spirited
young man who should go far.
January 24, 1942	i
General Pabst, the Netherlands Minister, died to-day at St. Luke's
from heart trouble. He was by far the senior diplomat in Japan,

